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SUB J : FRENCH PETROLEUM PRODUCT PRICES 

1 . MINFINANCE FOURCE, IN ANSWERS TO PRESS 
QUESTIONS FEBRUARY 25, SAID THAT FRENCH INTERNAL 
MARKET PRICES FOR PETROLEUM PRODUCTS MIGHT BE REDUCED 
APRIL 1 IF WORLD CRUDE OIL PRICES CONTINUED TO WEAKEN, 

AND IF CURRENT WEAKNESS OF DOLLAR CONTINUED TO MAKE 
OIL IMPORTS CHEAPER IN FRANC TERMS THAN PREVIOUSLY 
FORESEEN. 

2. COMMENT: FOURCADE'S STATEMENT CAN BE SEEN AS 
REACTION TO RECENT CHARGE BY COMMUNIST LEADER MARCHAIS 

THAT PRICES SHOULD BE REDUCED IN VIEW OF 30 PERCENT 
(SIC) DROP IN COST OF FRANCE'S CRUDE OIL IMPORTS; IT 
REFLECTS A HEIGHTENED DEGREE OF GOF SENSITIVITY TO 
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COMPANY HANDS IN RAISING PRICES WHILE COMPANIES HAVE 
BEEN MAKING EXTRAORDINARY PROFITS. ELYSEE AND MIN 
FINANCE SOURCES ADMIT THAT WIDESPREAD COMMUNIST CHARGES 
HAVE BEGUN TO WORRY GOF AND THAT FOURCADE'S STATEMENT- 
QUALIFIED AS IT IS— AS WELL AS RECENT APPOINTMENT OF 
INVESTIGATIVE COMMISSION TO STUDY FRENCH OIL INDUSTRY, 

ARE GOF ATTEMPTS TO DEFUSE THOSE ATTACKS. EVEN IF 
PETROLEUM PRODUCT PRICES ARE REDUCED, THEY SAY, GOF HAS 
NO INTENTION OF COMPROMISING ITS GOALS IN REDUCTION OF 
ENERGY AND PARTICULARLY PETROLEUM CONSUMPTION; 
RATIONING OR OTHER AUTHORITATIVE STEPS WILL BE TAKEN IF 
NECESSARY BUT GOF CANNOT IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES ALLOW 
OIL COMPANIES TO PROFIT FROM INCREASING SPREAD BETWEEN 
FRANC LANDED PRICES OF CRUDE AND PRODUCT PRICE 
REALIZATIONS-AND IS EQUALLY UNREADY TO SOP UP 
DIFFERENTIAL THROUGH INCREASED TAXES. 

RUSH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, PRICES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 FEB 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975PARIS05044 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750068-0844 
From: PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 975/newtext/tl 975021 1/aaaaajgs. tel 

Line Count: 79 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 APR 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <23 APR 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRENCH PETROLEUM PRODUCT PRICES 
TAGS: ECON, ENRG, EGEN, FR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



